Surname 2

Student’s Name
Professor’s Name
Course
Date of Submission
Feminist Theory in “In Cold Blood” by Truman Capote
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]The story in the novel In Cold Blood written by Truman Capote is a recount of the events of the life and death of the Clutter family and the pursuit of the murder perpetrators until they finally meet their demise through death sentence. It is rather touching and as one reads through the beginning parts of the book, one thing that keeps baffling is why would someone want to terminate the lives of the Clutter family and particularly, that of Nancy and her father who are in many ways seen as righteous people liked by many people. However, the two main characters Dick and Perry lead some sort of life that depict them as social misfits whose main intention is nothing but to wreak havoc from one corner of the country to the other. The theme of gender misconception is clearly evident in the novel, especially in the relationship between Perry and Dick. The role of gender in their relationship is used to prof manliness and ability to take tough decisions such as committing murder and even committing other crimes without fear. This misconception leads to Dick and Perry using each other for the sake of seeking oneself through the other. Therefore, this research paper will delve in the exploration of the role of gender in the novel particularly in the relationship of the two criminals, Perry and Dick and how the two deviate from the traditional gender norms of the society as well as how each of them uses the other to define his one gender identity. Of critical importance will also be exploration masculinity which in the context of the novel symbolizes manhood and toughness I terms of being able to take hard decisions and being authentically tough and invulnerable.
Gender in the Relationship between Dick and Perry
Dick and Perry are somewhat weird characters in this novel. As the writer narrates the happenings their meeting in a café until the time they are arrested and hanged, the reader keeps wondering and asking questions about what kind of people Dick and Perry are. From the novel, it seems as though these people need each other and this explains why they stay together, commit crimes together and even end up being hanged together. However, what keeps them together is a mystery. Even the writer does not come clear on whether Dick and Perry have a romantic relationship, this seems to be evident from the confession of Dick’s mother that Perry, Dicks friend, looked strange. She says that “you only need to have one look at him and you would know what kind of a person he is”. This brings about the issue of gender role in this book. Gender simply refers to a state of being either a man or a woman. However, the concept is often used in cultural circumstances rather than to refer to the biological condition of being male or female. Therefore, gender in this novel also goes beyond being a man or a woman and goes to a higher level of being able to conform to the traditional gender roles and behaving and showing character associated with masculinity.
Gender in this novel, especially in the relationship between dick and Perry plays a role of offering control direction. In the relationship between Perry and Dick, it is clear that Perry really wanted to prove to dick that he was a man with no fear and capable of doing anything. Therefore, he comes up with a fake story explaining how he had killed a black man in Las Vegas. As he expected, this story makes Dick to become his friend in jail (Capote 109). Dick makes him his accomplice because he regards him as a man. In this scenario gender plays the role of proving manhood and capability of talking tough decisions such as committing murder
On the other hand, gender plays the role of superiority in the case of Dick. Dick looks at Perry as one person who is inferior. A person who is obsessed with the childhood treasures and unbelievable stories of the treasure island. He also knows that Perry respects him and considers him as a person who offers direction for him to follow. Therefore, Dick uses his perceived authenticity and toughness to boss over Perry. Therefore, in this situation, Gender plays the role of offering leadership in the relationship of the two criminals, Dick and Perry. The leadership in the sense that Dick offers direction and plans and Perry has to obey and follow. However, the differences in the way these two characters want to see themselves through the actions of each other increases and their relationship becomes so volatile that they end up having issues of proving to each other who is man enough and this is what leads to the deaths of the Clutter family.
How Dick and Perry Deviate from the Traditional Gender Norms.
Norms are usual, typical and standard understandings that are informal and which govern the behavior of the members of a society. Traditionally, men are supposed to feel sexually attracted to women and not their fellow men This is a traditional gender norm accepted in the society worldwide. Even though the society is changing and other issues of same sex marriages are coming in countries such as the United States of America today, the fact remains that traditionally, Men were not expected to show sexual attractions towards other men. Dick, in this novel, deviates from this traditional gender norm by becoming sexually attracted to Perry, whom he describes as romantic. In the novel, the writer explains explicitly the relationship between Dick and Perry. It comes out clearly that apart from Dick becoming attracted to Perry because of the story that he formed about killing a black roommate in Lass Vegas, the two have homoerotic relationship. This comes out clearly, when they flee to Mexico City after killing the Clutter family.
Just like Dick, Perry also deviates from the traditional gender norms. Terry behaves like a woman. He appears romantic by applying makeup and on his face. This is revealed by Dick’s mother. Dicks mother is approached by the investigating unit of the murder in City Garden after receiving a hint of the perpetrators by one of the inmates. The mother confesses that he does not quite understand Perry but she thinks Perry to be a homosexual. She says “Just one look at him and you would tell what kind of a person he was” (Capote 200). Dick’s mother, being an adult is capable of telling such disparities from normal behavior of a man that Perry is supposed to DISPLAYING. She Describes that Perry applies makeup on his face. This is not expected from a man such as Perry due to the fact that he is of a male gender. The traditional norms of the society expect that only women can apply makeup that is intended to make them look attractive. Even though one might argue that this days even men apply makeup, the fact remains that r\there is an extent to which men can apply such makeup. But for Perry, as Dick’s mother describes, it is clear that his went beyond normal grooming to sexual attraction to his fellow man, Dick.
How Dick and Perry use Each other to Define their Gender Identity.
Gender identity has to do with a personal conception of oneself as male or female (Money & Anke 13). In this case, the personal conception of Dick and Perry as males is what refers to gender identity. Dick uses the obsession of Perry about tales on Luxuries and treasures of the treasure island to view him as being week and unable to stand up as a man. On the other hand, Perry wants Dick to respect him and view him as a man. This is because in the first place, Perry respects Dick for being totally masculine because he is authentically tough and invulnerable. This means that Perry sees Dick as tough and courageous and admires him. Therefore, he knows that by befriending him and being close to him, he can be seen by other people as authentically tough too and invulnerable too just like Dick. This explains why Perry fakes a story and tells it to Dick before their paroles telling him that he killed a Black man with motorbike chain by beating him up to death. On hearing this story Dick approves him and starts seem him as his accomplice who is capable of committing murder without any fear because it is in him naturally. Therefore, Perry uses Dick to elevate his gender identity ad appear masculine as Dick and as authentically tough and invulnerable as Dick. He uses Dick to show courage.
On the other hand, also uses Perry to define his gender identity. When he writes to Perry and tells him of the “score”, Perry obliges and travels to come and meet him for the Garden City job. But through out the story, it is clear that the mastermind of the plan is Dick. Perry is just an accomplice who is helping Dick by following Dick’s plan and suggestions. Even though Dick seems to be bossing over Perry, there is one aspect of his body morphology that he admires. Perry has a strong body and is a fun of weight lifting. Therefore, he looks stronger and capable of taking on anyone physically. Therefore, Dick uses terry to define his gender identity by seeing himself as a physically fit and strong person that can take on anything physically. The complication of the relationship between these two people is that each person yearns of seeing himself through the other. Perry wants to see himself through Dick and vice versa. This is what partly keeps them together.
Masculinity in the Context of the Novel “In Cold Blood”
Masculinity can be defined as the possession of qualities and characters that are traditionally associated with men (Franklin II 34) as Masculinity in this novel symbolizes something larger than the mere state of being a man. From the book, we are told that Perry approves of Dick because of his good English and authenticity. He is always basing his arguments on facts and not mere thoughts. Dick likes being authentic in whatever he does. The narrator also hints at the character of Dick and how Dick makes Perry to think of him as invulnerable because of the way he likes being authentic in whatever he does. Perhaps, this is what makes him so sure that the deaths in Garden City can never be traced back to them. Dick has a pragmatic approach to every approach. His literalness had made him to deal with things in a sensible and realistic manner in a way that was always based on practical rather than theoretical considerations. “and yet when you got right down toot, Dick's literalness, his pragmatic approach to every subject, was the primary reason Perry had been attracted to him, for it made Dick seem, compared to himself, so authentically tough, invulnerable, "totally masculine" (Capote 10). This passage from the book indicates that in the context of the novel, masculinity is not just being a man, it means being able to handle each and every subject pragmatically and authentically. This is because that is what makes Perry to be attracted to Dick. Perry knows very well that he did not get formal education and as such, his reasoning and English cannot be authentically valid. Therefore, since he considers authentic toughness and being pragmatic as total masculinity, he is forced to be attracted to Dick to compliment his disadvantages in life.
Conclusion
In conclusion, the role of gender in this novel is complicated. However, it is clear that gender is used to define manhood and also ability to offer direction and plans. The relationship between the two criminals Perry and Dick deviates from the normal Gender norms traditionally accepted. As seen above, Perry and Dick have a sexual attraction between them, something that is not expected in the society at the time depicted in the novel. The larger meaning of masculinity in this novel has also been explored to mean being pragmatic and authentically tough and invulnerable.
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